Late charge from 10 man Hetairoi fails to beat the weather

On a day that was notably drier than those preceding it, your correspondent Jeremy "honestly, I'll be there in time" Taylor did arrive more or less in time, in a car containing just under half of the starting nine. Fortunately he then won the toss and elected to bat to allow late recruit Rob "Sunday lunch" Devereux to join at tea after having his arm twisted the previous day.
The opening partnership from Whitchurch reprised their roles in this match, namely David "I won't be run out this week" Freedman and Michael "The Wall" Penington. After the week's rain the pitch was relatively hard but the outfield quite slow. Something David "Chris Gayle's got nothing on me" Freedman attempted to circumvent by going over the top after two gorgeous drives along the floor were stopped in the covers. Unfortunately, the aerial route proved to be his downfall as his attempt to lift the ball over the slips was foiled by a flying one handed catch at second slip. Hetairoi 26 for 1.

This brought to the wicket Mike "have you seen my sports car" Price, and the two Michaels proceeded to knuckle down and accumulate patiently, yielding a partnership of 43 before "The Wall" was deceived by a straighter one from the off spinner for 28. Varun "I am a better batsman than my brother" Goel came with a weight of expectation from his captain. Unfortunately, the umpire's use of hawk eye allowed him to make the difficult decision to send Varun back lbw without troubling the scorers. Theo "lots of potential" Freedman fell not long after and gave the dejected Varun some company in the dressing room. Matt "I only hit boundaries" Robinson scored his customary four over mid-on before perishing trying to up the run-rate.

After this, Vidur "how have you made this look so difficult" despatched two huge sixes over the pavillion, persuading Mike "oh, it's actually not that difficult" Price to free the shackles and up the run-rate. The game-changing partnership of 78 was brought to an unfortunate and premature end when the bowler deflected a sharp Mike "oops" Price drive to run out Vidur for a rapid 36. Oliver "back from visiting Mum" Friar scored 2 runs before he fell victim to Mike "Geoffrey Boycott" Price's running between the wickets. Mike was joined by a partner-in-crime captain Jeremy "run for anything" Taylor who was determined to let Mike "I score even quicker in my sports car" Price have the strike in order to take the total beyond 200. Hetairoi 202 for 7 declared.

A half hour interval followed which was almost sufficient time to do the tea justice, a repast that was voted by Matt "fill your boots" Robinson as the best of the Hetairoi circuit.

Rob "just in time for tea" Devereux thankfully held back and was fit to open the bowling with Theo "I'll bowl whatever you like" Freedman, unlike Mike "I think I'll have some more cake" Price who claimed too much fatigue from carrying his bat. Despite the loss of an early wicket to Rob "still got it" Devereux, the Kimble batsmen proceeded to show that boundaries were not so difficult to come by if you know the ground and reached 64 in 11 overs.

A change of pace saw Vidhur "mystery spinner" Goel enter the attack, with immediate dividends, bamboozling both 'in' batsmen and removing them both in his first over. Mike "I want a piece of the action" coincidentally recovered from his fatigue and took over at the other end. Unfortunately for him, the confusion caused by Vidhur's accurate line and multitude variations meant that the batsman were taking no risks against Mike's probing line outside off.

Vidhur, however, continued to profit, as the text-book technique of Kimble's young batsmen (commmented on by all of the Hetairoi) wasn't enough to prepare them for Vidhur's left arm round action and nagging accuracy, and wickets fell at the rate of one in each of his next three overs, leaving Kimble 81 for 6 when he was given a rest with figures of 4-0-8-5.

Mike "my turn" Price responded immediately, with a wicket next ball to kick off a wicket maiden. He and Varun "I could do that too" Goel continued to tie the Kimble batsmen down while searching for the final three wickets, Varun claiming one of these. The pair continued to test the batsmen until the captain finally listened to the advice of Michael "weatherman" Penington and returned Vidhur to the attack to attempt to end the match before the omnious black cloud disgorged its contents onto the field of play.

Unfortunately, the delay proved costly, with the heavens opening after just one unsuccessful over of left arm wizardry, reducing Vidhur's bowling average for the match to a measly 2.

Kimble 115 for 8 at the close of play. Match drawn.

--

Thanks must go to Kimble not only for the excellent tea, but also for the great spirit in which the match was played (not least the previous day's offer of finding an 11th man for us, had they not been themselves limited to 10 at the start).

I would heartily recommend the fixture to anyone seeking a good afternoon's cricket on a pleasant, quick-drying ground in the Bucks countryside - and particularly before the talented youngsters develop much further (not least the top order batsman who scored 150 for their 1st XI the previous week but fell cheaply against us).

P.S. Thanks to the Goel brothers for typing large portions of this in the car back to London, and apologies to Vidhur for not completing and posting it quickly enough to allow him to boast of his performance to his university friends.

