Norfolk Tour May 2008
Sunday 4th

Scriberians 234 for 2; HCC 233 for 8
The Headmaster of Gresham’s Holt is moving to a new post so this may have been the last Norfolk tour weekend. Once again the Sunday dawned bright and warm and the school first eleven pitch provided a beautiful setting for a match. The strip itself was wonderfully hard, but from his sickbed the non-playing captain had sent instructions to field first, so a side that was on the whole over 40 was sent out to a hot 35 overs in the warm May sunshine.
This task was made more difficult by the fact that Tom Farrow, who played for us a couple of years back had now come back to represent his old school side, perhaps encouraged by his observations of the Hetairoi on his previous outing. Tom now plays for British Universities and duly set about opening the batting with some gusto. 

The score was 120 for 1 when Will Kennard came on in the 21st over to tempt Tom into a mistake. By then we had seen that Tom could play shots all round the wicket from the square cut and guide through third man to the cover drive, hook and on drive. With his youthful opening partner he could also tear between the wickets as ailing hetairoi limbs chased twos and threes round the large outfield. Matt Siddle had bowled very well from the top end with no luck. Meanwhile Justin Abel and Richard Andrews had received some severe treatment at the other end. Sadly Richard’s spell was interrupted by a back spasm following an excellent dive to save four off an on-drive against Matt,

After lunch the other opener went on to a maiden 100 not out, not the first batsman to have gained confidence against the Hetairoi in this fixture. And in the last fourteen overs the scoring rate went up to 8 an over as the batsmen took advantage of some Hetairoi who had not been to pre-season nets.
The resulting 234 for 2 was a challenging target, but the Scriberians were not as strong in bowling as in batting and direct experience of the pitch proved that it was a belter for batsmen. Megone and Hooper put on 30 for the first wicket, then Ollie Dannatt tore himself away from a damsel to strike a bold 58 with some sweet timing. Steve Hooper played well in his second game for the Hetairoi till missing a full toss to depart for 25. At this point Graham Mackintosh, who had already bowled tidily, played an excellent innings leading the pursuit of the total. Despite the loss of Kennard the elder cheaply, Siddle with some fine blows, then Will Kennard, Justin Abel and Ollie Fryer all kept the crowd on tenterhooks till Ollie could only run three off the last ball when needing four, and in danger of being lapped by Kennard junior.

So once again the Scriberians snatched victory from our hungry joys leaving us defeated in everyone of these six fixtures. This thought only very slightly spoilt the wonderful drinks and canapés that followed the game ….

Monday May 5th
HCC 166 for 7 ; Nocturnes 166 for 4

Another beautiful day for the game against Nocturnes and this time we elected to bat, Steve Hooper opening with Chris Kennard. Unfortunately Steve was brilliantly caught in the first over but this opened the way for Siddle to bat at number 3 as others were still putting pads on. Matt justified this by striking an excellent 75 around which others could make their contributions. Chris K made it to 21 but on the whole those other contributions were smallish against an experienced slow medium bowling attack, until once again G Mackintosh bestrode the stage and added 35 with the greatest of ease. Once again the benefit of having played a little more often than those who were on their first outing showed up.
To be fair the Hetairoi was very much a scratch side. Clive was now still only fit enough to observe proceedings, this time from the perspective of the umpire’s position. Richard Andrews was adjudged unfit following the previous days acrobatics. Thus with three borrowed from the opposition we still only had nine, so it was important that we were not all out in reaching 166 in 30 overs.

The pitch did not seem quite as good as that of the previous day, and Kennard © and one of the guests seemed to be tying the opposition down nicely as they reached 47 for one off 12 overs. However we were not taking the wickets and again the opposition showed the benefit of experience and regularly playing together as they took this start as a firm foundation from which to launch an onslaught. This was unleashed with most savagery in Stephen’s third over from which 22 runs accrued as the ball sailed to all parts. Soon after the principal assailant lofted an enormous skyer which was dropped by Megone, much to his unsilent chagrin. 

Siddle and Mackintosh were brought back at the end, but had it not been for the retirement of the opposition centurian defeat would undoubtedly have followed. As it was a somewhat contrived tie eventuated at the last and the Hetairoi set off, somewhat chastised, to far flung parts.
CM

