Hetairoi CC v Frensham CC

2 September 2007

Our team was not of entirely an orthodox combination, featuring three father and son combinations (Ball, Oliver and King) and being one shy of the traditional eleven players.  However, Frensham’s eleventh player was a lady (rejoicing in the name Kat Turtle) who had not played before, so that evened things up.

I won the toss and, mindful of the Northern Commander’s injunction that nothing short of a win was acceptable and the difficulty of bowling a side out at Frensham, chose to insert the opposition.  There was an element of risk in this as we were quite short of bowling.

Matthew Pryke, an introduction via David Oliver, and Mike Price opened the attack.  Matthew, a batsman with top league experience, was playing for the first time for a couple of years, but immediately found some sharp inward movement with the new ball.  Mike, meanwhile, bowled their left-handed opener with his first ball, a booming inswinging yorker.  Two balls into the ninth over, however, Matthew tore a hamstring and hobbled off the field, sadly to take no further part in the game.  The skipper stepped into the breach to finish the over and thereafter failed to come up with a sufficiently good reason to take himself off.  With the score at 31 Mike trapped the no. 3 LBW, but soon after he suffered a battering at the hands of Frensham’s no. 4, Tom Smith, who looked a real threat.  Revenge was sweet, however, as Mike hung on to a huge steepler off John Ball’s bowling to remove Smith.  With the captain gaining a successful LBW shout against Frensham’s Ryan Sidebottom look-alike and John bowling the obdurate opener Storey, suddenly Frensham were 71 for five.  
The rest of the innings was largely attritional, with the only aggressive resistance being offered by Frensham’s keeper, Stone, with 52 and their captain, Adam Page, with 20 not out.  Henry Ball bowled a tidy spell of four overs and Greg King a very effective one, featuring some very well directed yorkers and the wicket of Stone.  That wicket brought in the aforementioned Miss Turtle, whose first act was to claim that David Oliver was fielding too close.  (I pass no comment.)  This seemed the right moment to unleash Jamie Oliver, who managed to avoid getting her out until most of the way through his second over.  (His first was a maiden, but I have resisted the obvious . . .).
Attrition continued as Frensham were aware that they were some way short of par.  Stomachs were rumbling and we had delivered 46 overs by the time the skipper produced an arm ball to clean up their last wicket, finishing with 18.5–4–46–4.  Mike Price had 8–2–46–2 and John Ball 5–1–22–2.  Frensham ended up with 186.  All in all, to keep the rate down to four an over with ten men at on that ground was a very creditable performance.  I suspect things could have been very different if Mike had not held his catch.  Mention should also be made of Adrian King who made the best of a difficult surface to keep on.
After the usual fine tea, Clive and John opened the batting.  Clive then played a remarkable innings, hitting the ball hard and cleanly all round the wicket, with John content to give him the strike and admire the shots.  The opening partnership of 141 was scored at six an over and the match was over as a contest long before Clive’s dismissal for an excellent 103 at what must have been better than a run a ball.  David Oliver then joined John and the two made further hay, before unilaterally retiring (David with 27 and John 45) ten runs short of victory to allow their sons a go.  Sadly, both quickly succumbed to catches, leaving Greg King and Mike Price to finish the job, which Greg did with a well-struck four in the first over of the final 20.  So, it goes down as a five-wicket win, but the reality was far more one-sided than that.  Our winning run is now six games on the trot.
This was a very friendly game and Frensham clearly enjoy our annual late season visit almost as much as we do.

Best wishes to Matthew Pryke for a speedy recovery to his hamstring and hoping he can turn out for us a few times next season.

“Spritzer”
3 September 2007
