Match Report - Hetairoi vs The Guards, Chelsea, 29th July 2006

Yet another failed attempt to win a fixture that has more often than not resulted in a draw. This time we were not thwarted by the weather but by a very flat pitch and a series of batsmen able to use it well.
On arrival it was clear that we had to win the toss to protect the older Hetairos (myself) from the worst of the summer sun. The pitch and its surrounds were completely brown and had a rather crispy feel. Needless to say we lost the toss and were invited to field by the opposition skipper.
From here on the match followed a fairly predictable pattern. The opposition skipper opened the batting in his usual fashion – he last played a defensive stroke about 10 years ago – and scored a brisk 20 before being caught behind by Toby Abel off Marcus Taylor’s bowling. The other bat, playing a more traditional opening innings had mustered about 2 runs at this stage. After this early success the two batsmen after scratchy starts began to hit the ball with increasing authority. Wicket number 2 fell just before lunch – another catch behind the stumps by Toby Abel off our guest spin bowler (well done Toby). Lunch was taken with the score at 135 for 2.
As I have reported in the past lunch has normally had severe performance implications for The Hetairoi. This year unfortunately was no different. The afternoon session seemed to pass in a blur of fours as every bowler found it difficult to find the right length to slow the run rate. The outfield was lightening fast although it had clearly slowed down by the time we went into bat. In the hour and 20 minutes after lunch the opposition managed to score another 167 runs for the loss of 2 further wickets. The final score 302 for 4 declared off 48 overs.
The Hetairoi innings was led by John Ball and George Andrews. John was clearly in good form having scored centuries in the two preceding matches. George played his usual solid “let nothing past” innings. The first wicket fell with the score around 50. From this point there was a steady turnover of batsmen while John B held down one end. At 110 for 5 the position looked bleak and the opposition a little too cocky for my liking. At this point Trevor Torrington entered the fray, took a few sighters and then started to despatch the ball into the neighbouring boroughs. Unfortunately he skied one hit too many and was caught for a useful 47 (?) but he had made the fielders scatter. Marcus Taylor continued the good work with more lusty blows (final score 40 something not out). Somewhere in this run fest John Ball was bowled (?) for a very well crafted 84, claiming he was knackered. To cut a long story short we batted out the available overs and finished on a creditable 245 for 8.

In summary another very high scoring draw.
