Hetairoi v Godalming, 4 September 2005
Late cry-offs left Chris Iley with only 10 players, including young Henry Ball (who once again taught his seniors a thing or two about fielding).  It was a very hot afternoon and Godalming won the toss and batted.  St John Brown promptly announced that he was now an offspinner, leaving Chris with only George for the new ball.  However, St John was eventually prevailed upon to reconsider and he ran in gamely, mixing perfectly reasonable deliveries with some pure filth, almost all of which went unpunished by the left-handed opener, who thumped bat on pad after each exasperated swipe.

Meanwhile, George, from the other end, bowled swiftly and well, twice nearly decapitating Clive (standing back) with balls that flew from just short of a length.  The other opener, a Godalming first-teamer, relished the challenge and played his shots freely, until he holed out to Tim Greenwood, who held a good catch at a cunningly placed deep backward point.  St John came out of the attack on a promise to rejoin it later as an offspinner, a role he was unable to perform because of badly bruised fingers.  Chris then brought on your correspondent and it was soon clear that the pitch was offering turn and bounce.  So when the tornado that was George finally blew itself out, Chris turned to John Ball, another medium pacer turned offspinner.  Godalming had started quickly and were around 100 for two after the first twenty overs, but with the spinners exerting control and young and inexperienced batsmen at the wicket, only 25 were scored off the next ten overs.  Wickets started to fall, John netting four in an accurate spell and Spritzer one.  After a couple of overs from slow left-armer Andy Brown, suddenly everyone was a finger spinner and Chris brought himself on.  To general amusement from the Hetairoi and much to the chagrin of his normal team mates at Godalming, he then took four wickets, including Godalming’ West Indies professional coach, Agge, who had violently destroyed out bowling last year.  Godalming subsided to 167 all out.

This never looked like being enough.  Curiously, though, none of the first five people approached by Chris wanted to bat, so it was he and Owen Hughes who walked out to bat.  By the time they came off, both generously retiring having made 50, several of the refusniks must have been regretting their decision.  Godalming opened with one of their youngsters, who bowled respectably enough and Agge, who bowled slow left arm with the occasional chinaman, making a lot of noise without really troubling the openers.  These were succeed by a succession of youngsters across the ability spectrum and Godalming’s wicketkeeper whose leg breaks, when they pitched, spun prodigiously.  Clive came in and made 12 before falling to an extremely sharp chance in the gully, which brought together John Ball and Tim Greenwood.  John knocked off the 23 required very quickly, leaving Tim, still on 0, a little puzzled.
So a comparatively easy victory was achieved with at least 10 overs to spare.  Mention should be made of the umpire, a South African gentleman who stood at both ends and distinguished himself by insisting that the scorer’s acknowledgement could only come from the scorer in person and in twice telling us that he would have given us LBWs if only we had appealed.
Let us hope next year that Godalming will put out a slightly stronger side.
Robert Franklin
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