Hetairoi v Unplayables, Corpus Christi College, 24 July 2004
With not one of the Hetairoi’s regular top order batsmen available for this game, we were always going to face an uphill struggle against a strong and balanced Unplayables side, led by Olly Fryer.  We did at least, thanks to the efforts of the Oxford graduate circuit, have 11 and we fought hard in the field.  In retrospect, on winning the toss, I should probably have heeded Olly’s suggestion that they bat first, but we fought hard in the field, eventually only ceding them victory in the penultimate over of the last 20.

The pitch was one of the best cricket wickets encountered this season, relatively true, with pace and bounce and something in it for the bowlers.  The innings got off to a bad start when Tim Drake nicked the third ball to Olly, who was their stand-in ‘keeper.  This was made all the more galling for Tim by the fact that Olly had dropped the first two.  Jeremy Taylor then joined Ralph Hardwick and progress was slow but steady against some testing bowling, until Jeremy switched from stonewall to aggressive setting and unfortunately holed out for four.  Much hinged on the partnership between Ralph and Mark Surridge, who had enjoyed scoring 50 for us against Thame last year sufficiently to want to help us out again.  Sadly, Ralph fell victim to Olly’s annoying habit of catching the ball whenever it came to him having touched the bat and we were 37 for three.  This brought in Will King for his first knock for the Hetairoi.  He survived some early alarums and was just beginning to find his rhythm with a couple of well-struck fours, when the loopiness of their leg-spinner, Ijaz, got to him and he top-edged one.  Ijaz proceeded to bowl very well, taking three more wickets.  Sadly only Mark, with a quality innings of 39 (6 fours and a six), George Hardwick, with an aggressive 20, and the skipper, with a rather scratchy 16 not out, provided much resistance and the going was slow.  The declaration was delayed as long as decently possible and the Unplayables were set 148 to win in 55 minutes plus the final 20 overs.
George and Saif Salih opened the attack.  George bowled extremely well with no luck against the watchful Unplayables openers, while his brother produced some fine takes behind the stumps from the occasional one which flew.  Saif also bowled well and it was he who clipped the top of off stump when one of the openers aimed a pull shot at the wrong ball.  The skipper then replaced Saif, while George continued his high-quality spell, trapping the other opener LBW.  At this point, with the score around 50 for 2 and the final 20 overs just beginning, Bushell, clearly a class player, hit a short one from your correspondent uppishly into the legside, which Jeremy, having made a lot of ground to coincide with the ball at deep midwicket, failed to hold onto.  This proved costly, as Bushell and his new partner Rogers then batted with confidence to chase down the target, although what luck there was did not go the Hetairoi’s way.  Mark Surridge bowled a very accurate short spell, but by then the Unplayables were cruising to victory, needing only three an over.  The skipper had some late consolation with the wicket of Bushell, who holed out to Saif at long off for 56 with only three required, but the next over Unplayables were home with ten balls to spare.
Thanks to all those who played, several of whom volunteered at very short notice.  
Team:
R Hardwick, T Drake, J Taylor, M Surridge, W King, D Burns, G Hardwick T Wrobel, R Franklin, R Rowley and S Salih
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