Tilford is a new fixture for the Hetairoi.  It is a small village in Surrey, close to Frensham, and the village play in one of the Surrey Leagues on Saturday and play friendly games on Sunday.  The ground is one of the most unusual and most picturesque that you are likely to find. The first thing to note is that the ground is triangular with a village road on each of the three sides which for most part form the boundary.  Thus the pavilion, scorers etc are on the other side of the road from the pitch and so you have to cross over the road to go into bat.

Starting with the longest side of the triangle, over the road one finds probably the only Lutyens designed cricket pavilion in the country which also dovetails as the village hall.  The ground slopes significantly down from the road to a flat plain where the “square” is situated. The flat plain is long and narrow and so there are two “squares” end to end and so whichever square you are playing on there is one very short boundary behind the wicket and one very long boundary. The ground then slopes again down to the point of the triangle where there is a large English oak tree.  Thus if you are fielding at cover point you could be as much as 10 ft below the person fielding at square leg.  On one of the shorter sides of the triangle is the Barley Mow with a permanent sign outside stating that it is “open all day” and there was indeed a large number of spectators situated outside the pub throughout the day and becoming more vocal as the match progressed.  On the third side of the triangle is the river along the banks of which there was much picnicking, sun bathing and general merry making.  However between the road which formed the boundary on that side of the triangle and the river was a car park and this car park was placed at normal mid wicket for most grounds when playing on the square allocated to us for that day.  Indeed the Club was sued the previous year by someone whose car was damaged (I believe several times in the same game) by falling cricket balls .However Tilford, being located in that part of Surrey, has many high powered lawyers amongst its inhabitants (and in the team) and they were able to convince the Judge that commonsense should prevail and the case was thrown out on the basis that anyone parking so close to a cricket match should know better.  Apparently three weeks before our game another motorist had his car peppered with cricket balls and was so

   angry that he marched on to the ground, picked up stumps, threw them

   into his boot and drove away.

   The car park was full for most of our game and not too much damage was

   done but it was noticeable that it began to empty very quickly when Rob

   Franklin came on to bowl .Was this just coincidence!

   So much for the setting, now the cricket!  Unfortunately we turned up

   with a very weak side.  Not in terms of the cricketing ability of those

   present but in the shortage of number of those available to play.  We

   had 9 players but had previously negotiated with the opposition to

   borrow one of their men so that we agreed could play 10 aside.  However,

   as one of our team did not arrive at all it ended up being 10 against 9.

   I lost the toss and we were asked to bat first.  The Tilford side was

   the usual Sunday mix of promising youngsters and second and first team

   players.  We lost Tom Wrobel early on to a good ball from the opening

   bowler and then John Ball and Tim Drake steadied the side putting on 60

   for the second wicket.  Tim was looking very fluent for his 30 before

   falling to a catch at cover point.  Ball and Mackintosh then put on

   another 60 for the next wicket before both batsmen fell in quick

   succession, Ball for solid and patient 60.  Our guest player, Nigel

   Morland, had been at one time a colleague of Stephen Matthews and a

   client of mine and so was happy to join our ranks, scored a brisk 25 and

   then Stephen Matthews and David Freeman made good use of the terrain and

   short boundaries to put on another 50 partnership enabling us to declare

   at half way stage on 193 for 5.

   After an excellent tea we went out to defend our total and what we were

   lacking in terms of bowling pace we made up with guile and spin.

   Stephen Matthews opened at one end, something he has not done for many

   years, and bowled unchanged for the rest of the afternoon, something he

   says he has never done in all the years and matches he has played for

   the Hetairoi.  The first four balls of this long spell were unpromising

   rank long hops which the opening batsmen, being so surprised at facing a

   bowler of Stephen’s pace and flight first over, only patted back down

   the wicket resulting in the most unlikely maiden over that I have seen

   for a long time.  Stephen then found his rhythm and bowled 22 overs

   taking 3 for 105, which if you consider we had some extremely short

   boundaries and were fielding with only 9 players shows how well Stephen

   was bowling.  At the other end we opened with Rob Franklin who also

   bowled most of the afternoon, apart from a few overs when Tilford were

   getting behind the clock and we required John Ball to give them a few

   runs to keep them in the game!  Rob almost got too much turn and bounce

   at times but bowled two excellent spells taking two wickets for about 40

   in 17 overs until that is the last over where Tilford required 12 to win

   with 5 wickets down.  The number 7 batsman hit Rob twice into the car

   park to win the game on the penultimate ball of the final over of the

   last 20.  Tilford were always slightly behind the run rate and lost

   wickets whenever they accelerated but just managed to scrape home in the

   end.  It was a thoroughly enjoyable day’s cricket and tactfully losing

   the first match just before the end will probably secure the fixture for

   next year!

