Long Marston Sunday 8th Aug

The end of the previous week had involved coordinating plans for the strong Oxford contingent of Tim, Pablo, Clive Kirk and Graeme Coates to get to the game (Tim's car having stayed in Bournemouth along with the rest of the Greenwood family).  A bus was located that would take them from Oxford to Aylesbury from which I was able to meet them (having previously dropped the family off at Long Marston) and complete the journey to the ground.  Amazingly that all went like clockwork so a full Hetairoi side (barring one late comer) were in situ when I won the toss.  I think that this was one of the strongest batting sides that we can ever have put on the field, comprising of the following:
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I was therefore confident that we could chase pretty much any total, but in the end decided to bat first, a decision much appreciated by the opening pair of Pablo and John.  Pablo, picking off where he left off two years ago when he scored 112 not out scored an excellent 126* (his best for the club) and John was left on 94*.  Harsh on John, but we already had accumulated 237 by this point and I didn't really want the target to get any bigger.  I was worried that, in the time it would take for John to get the remaining 6 runs, we could easily have added another twenty or more to the score.  Ironic that with such a strong line up only two were required to bat!

After he ususal excellent LM tea we opened with George and Mike Price.  Initially both bowled with no luck and it wasn't until the 9th over that the breakthrough came with George getting the first of his clean bowleds.  Unfortunately this seemed to signal the end of LM's resistance with wickets falling regularly thereafter (in fact at least one fell in each of George's subsequent overs). George bowled quite beautifully with great pace and hostility.  Having done the decent thing and allowed him to claim his first 5-for for the club I had a dilemma. With Mike having picked up one at the other end LM were 6 down for 49, effectively game over.  Should I take him off and spread it about or, in view of the fact that he had such a wonderful rhythm should I let him stay on and make hay while the sun shines?  After all nobody told Pablo and John that they had to come off after scoring a certain number!  Another factor was that the Oxford contingent were unsurprisingly keen to catch the 19:45 bus rather then the alternative some two hours later.  Anyway, for better or worse I decided to keep him on (a decision not appreciated by the LM skipper I fear) and he just kept taking wickets.  It was actually quite exciting for a time as he took 8 of the first 9 to fall and was therefore in with a chance of getting the best ever HCC analysis, beating Stephen Matthews 8-15 against Castle Rising back in 1993.  However, this was stymied when Jim, having replaced Mike, snapped up the last wicket.  George ended with 8-39, the third best analysis in the club's history (2nd being Ron Boddy's 8-35 against Forest Green 1985) and only the 4th time that an individual has got 8 wickets (the other one was also Stephen 8-42 The Min 1989).  LM ended on 77 all out.

A note to the Suffolk tourists, as he had to depart quickly George has promised a celebratory jug in Suffolk.  I'm sure that the Adnams(hopefully) there will be better than the rather disappointing Hook Norton on offer in the LM clubhouse!

As I say, the LM skipper thought I should have opened it out, and maybe I should.  I would say that their batting was pretty feeble.  If they'd have managed to play out even one wicketless over I'd have taken him off, but that proved beyond them.  No need to go to plan B when plan A is working so well. This was, in truth, a week LM side. Memories of being flayed all around the ground by their Aussie pro seem like a long time ago.

