Vs Beverley: Beverly 243 for 9; Hetairoi 190 for 8. Lost by 53 runs

After two wet days, some grey and white clouds dotted a much brighter sky. It was a 2.00 o’clock start. 5 of the team were present at 1.40. At 2.40 the remaining 5 were able to take the field, allowing the game to commence. No doubt this had nothing to do with the fact that Thursday night is the Leeds night out …. Faisal and Ben (?? George’s mate - Lee’s – brother) opened the bowling and Faisal, though not bowling with quite the pace and venom he had achieved in the Headingley nets against our own players, took the first two wickets. These came from a good catch at cover by Lee off something of a long-hop, and then an excellent catch off a skier to mid-on by John Ball, the fruits of fielding practice for those who had arrived in the early shift. However the other opener, aged only 16, was looking good, and was now joined by a steady partner. The skipper came on first change at Ben’s end and together with Faisal slowed the early rapid scoring before switching ends to allow Spritzer to bowl from his favoured end. Spritz bowled many balls which were much too good for either opposition batsman, but failed to find an edge. A possible stumping eluded Jim who was standing in behind the stumps. 

Eventually George broke through, with a slower ball if memory serves, at about 100 for 3 off 23. Another quick wicket followed almost immediately – lbw to George, but this brought in the sole first team batsman. (The other first teamers were bowlers.) He proceeded to play with great aggression particularly off George who cannot have been attacked in such a way for some time. A gloved chance off Spritzer went begging and our ten man fielding side found it difficult to contain some very good running between the wickets (an object lesson in fact), and the score began to rattle along. At about 190 we broke through, and Spritzer went on to take some deserved wickets, though a couple of catches went begging. But the 16 year old opener was by now playing beautifully and completed a well deserved 100 as well as seeing the home team through to 238 for 9.

An inspection of the bowling figures revealed that Faisal had taken 2 for 28 in 8, and in the circumstances was probably somewhat underbowled, but with ten men and one short boundary this was not too bad a performance. Indeed, one disadvantage that wandering sides face is that lack of constancy in personnel makes it hard to retain local information. But we should by now know that this is really only a par score at Beverly. They told us this afterwards, noting that they had made 285 earlier in the season and seen it knocked off. However they were fielding a very respectable bowling attack and we were soon 20 for 2 with Megone and Ball in the hutch. Lee and Mike Johnson began to rebuild, but when Lee fell at about 40 for 3 off 12 overs the situation looked perilously. James Jarvis then came in and played beautifully, scoring runs all round the wicket and taking advantage of the short boundary on one side. The situation began to improve before Mike fell to the last ball of the opening bowlers spell an excellent delivery which pitched on middle and hit off. The skipper came to the crease and injected further urgency both in the running and in boundaries, but picked out the deep square leg fielder with unerring judgement just as it seemed we might come with in shouting distance. Faisal now came to the crease. Initially he looked very rusty but with more inexperienced bowlers on he was able to support James. Just as it seemed that, if James got a big score, we might have an outside chance he hit a full toss to the same fine fielder at deep square who took what was this time a more difficult chance as if he was shelling peas. 

With two umpires two batsman, two men padded up and some in the shower, the task of scoring was not being accomplished with either continuity or any certainty. Faisal had by now begun to strike some fine blows, exacting vengeance for the 16 year olds impertinence. With Jim and Lee’s brother there had also been some fair running between the wickets. According to my calculations Faisal had scored at least 60 not out by the end, but he came off to find himself 48 not out, a pity. In the final overs he had been accompanied by Spritzer. This partnership had not emulated the running between the wicket seen in the Beverly innings but Spritz was driving the ball beautifully through the offside and also did his best to give Faisal enough strike to achieve the fifty the scorebook was to deny him. We closed at 190 for 8, a respectable score, but perhaps we had never looked like winning from the moment of late arrival

